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Use Week of:

Unit 2 • Session 2

Abraham and
Isaac
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Genesis 22
STORY POINT:
Abraham trusted God.
KEY PASSAGE:
Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why can we trust God? We can trust
God because He is faithful.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

EXPERIENCE THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(10–15 MINUTES)

(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
God kept His promise to give Abraham and Sarah a son, and they
named him Isaac. Isaac was the child chosen by God to carry the family
line—to follow God, to lead the family, and to teach the next generation
to follow God too. When Abraham was well over 100 years old, God
tested Abraham. God instructed him to sacrifice Isaac on a mountain.
How could this be? Abraham had waited so long for this child!

2

But Abraham obeyed. He got up early the next day and left on his trip.
Instead of waiting around to see if God would change His mind, he
saddled the donkey, took the wood, two servants, and his son, and left
on the journey as God commanded.
As Isaac walked with his father, he noticed something was missing.
They had the wood and the fire, but “Where is the lamb?” Isaac asked.
Abraham answered that God Himself would provide. Abraham had
supreme faith that God was able to do anything. Before going up the
mountain, Abraham told the servants, “Stay here … we’ll come back”
(Gen. 22:5). Hebrews 11:19 also gives us a peek inside Abraham’s mind:
“He considered God to be able even to raise someone from the dead.”
God did provide. He provided a ram in place of Isaac, who was spared.
After what we might imagine was quite a worship service, Abraham and
Isaac returned home.
In the New Testament, God brings through John the Baptist the final
answer to Isaac’s inquiry, “Where is the lamb?” “Here is the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). Abraham
showed his love for God by being willing to sacrifice his son Isaac. This
is how God showed His love for us: He sent His Son, Jesus, to die on the
cross so that we could have eternal life through Him. He was the sacrifice
made in our place so we can live.

God Formed a Nation
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Unit 1 • Session 1

The BIBLE Story
Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 22
Abraham and Sarah were very old when God gave them a son.
They named him Isaac. God said all of the people on earth would be
blessed because of Abraham and Sarah’s family, so their son Isaac was
very special.
One day, God told Abraham to do
something that sounded strange. God
told Abraham to take Isaac to a
special mountain and give him to
God as a sacrifice.
Abraham loved Isaac very
much. God had promised that
Isaac would have a family.
How could that happen if
Abraham gave Isaac as a
sacrifice?
Abraham believed that
God would make things turn
out right. He did not know
how God would do it, but
Abraham believed God would
keep His promise about his family.
So Abraham obeyed.
Early in the morning, Abraham,
Isaac, and two helpers took a donkey
and the supplies they needed. They walked for
three days until they came to the mountain. Then
Abraham and Isaac went up the mountain by themselves.
Isaac saw that something was missing. “Where is the lamb to
sacrifice to God?” asked Isaac. Abraham said, “God will give us a

94

005802724_Pre_LeaderGuide_V1.indb 94

Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 2 • Session 2
© 2018 LifeWay

3/6/18 7:59 AM

o

lamb to sacrifice.”
Abraham built the altar and got ready to offer Isaac
to God. A voice called to them from heaven and said,
“Abraham, I see that you were willing to do what I said.
You do not have to offer your son Isaac.” Abraham
looked up and saw a ram caught in the bushes. God had
sent a ram to sacrifice instead of Isaac. God could see that
Abraham loved God most of all.
God said to Abraham, “You will have as many
descendants as the stars in the sky and the sand on the
seashore. All the world will be blessed.”
Christ Connection: Abraham trusted God. He was willing
to give up his son Isaac when God asked him to. God provided
a ram so Isaac could live. God was willing to give up His Son,
Jesus, to save the world from sin. Jesus gave up His life as a
sacrifice for our sin so we can live.

Bible
Storytelling Tips
• Move with the
story: Slowly move
from one side of the
room to the other as
Abraham and Isaac go
up the mountain.
• Play out the
story: “Hide” a
stuffed ram or
lamb in the room,
and “find” it when
Abraham sees the
ram.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 22
STORY POINT: Abraham trusted God.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
He is faithful.
SESSION TITLE:

BIBLE PASSAGE:

Welcome time
• “You Are God” song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert
download
• favorite toys related
to the Bible story
theme
• “Trace the Path”
activity page, 1 per
child
• pencils

Play a theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to use a finger or a pencil to trace the
path up the mountain.
SAY • Great job helping Abraham and Isaac up the
mountain! Have you ever been on a hike? Abraham
was taking his son Isaac up the mountain because
God asked him to, and Abraham trusted God.

Decide between easy and hard
Explain that you will say a task. If a child thinks that task
would be easy to do, he should stand up. If he thinks
the task will be hard to do, he should sit down. Use the
following tasks or create your own.
• Eat your favorite ice cream. (easy)
• Clean up the whole house. (hard)
• Play with a good friend. (easy)
• Climb up to the top of a tall tree. (hard)

con is
select
and paste
tion if
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SAY

• Run across the room. (easy)
• Give away your favorite toy. (hard)
• Looks like you all agreed that it would be hard to
give away your favorite toy! It would be hard for
me to give away my favorite thing, too. In today’s
story, God asked Abraham to give up something very
special to him. We will listen to our Bible story to
find out what that is!

Trust the teacher
Set out large toys or chairs across the room as obstacles.
Explain to preschoolers that they will take turns being
led across the room by you. They will not be able to see,
but you will make sure they do not step on or run into
anything. Blindfold children one at a time and lead each
child safely across the room. Children who do not wish to
be blindfolded may simply close their eyes.
SAY • Today’s story point is, Abraham trusted God.
You had to trust me to get across the room safely.
Abraham had to trust God when God asked him to
give up something very special to him.

• blindfolds (optional)
• chairs or large toys
Tip: Make sure
only adults lead
blindfolded
preschoolers.

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.
Invite preschoolers to pretend to hike up a steep mountain
as they move to Bible study.

God Formed a Nation

• countdown video
(optional)
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TEACH the Story
Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 22
STORY POINT: Abraham trusted God.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
He is faithful.
SESSION TITLE:

BIBLE PASSAGE:

Introduce the Bible story
• Bible
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

ed
nt

Place a bookmark at Genesis 22 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God wants us to know Him! He told us true words
about Himself in the Bible. Today’s story is from the
first book in the Bible called Genesis.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline.
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Story Point Poster
• “God’s Covenant with
Abraham” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Abraham trusted God. God was happy that
Abraham was willing to give his only son to Him.
Though Abraham did not have to give up Isaac, God
actually did give us His only Son, Jesus. John 3:16
says: “For God loved the world in this way: He gave
his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him will not perish but have eternal life.”
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Practice the key passage
Cut out the “Key Passage Marker” and place it at
Galatians 3:29. Invite a volunteer to come up and open
your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud.
Practice the motions you created for the verse. Invite
preschoolers to repeat one phrase of the key passage at a
time, first in a whisper and then in a shout.
SAY • Abraham trusted God, and God made Him a great
promise. When we trust that God gave Jesus to die
for us and rise again, He promises that we can be
with Him forever!
Sing the key passage song, “If You Belong to Christ,” and
the theme song, “You Are God.”

• “Key Passage Marker”
printable
• Key Passage Poster
• “If You Belong to
Christ” song
• “You Are God” song

Learn the big picture question
SAY

• Abraham trusted God, and we can too. Why can
we trust God? We can trust God because He is
faithful. God was faithful to provide a ram in place
of Isaac. God planned to keep His promise to give
Abraham a big family through Isaac.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Missions moment
• Do you remember praying for DJ last week?
Check out this video with DJ.
Show the “Giving Matters” video.
SAY • DJ’s family moved to Canada to tell people there
about Jesus. They trusted God had a plan for them
there, and they were right! We can be a part of
their work by praying for DJ’s family and giving to
missions.
SAY

• “Giving Matters”
video

Pray and transition to experience the story

God Formed a Nation
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EXPERIENCE the Story
Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 22
STORY POINT: Abraham trusted God.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
He is faithful.
SESSION TITLE:

BIBLE PASSAGE:

Tell about a favorite toy
• favorite toys
Option: Contact
preschool families
before the session
and ask them to
send preschoolers
to class with their
favorite toy.

Lead preschoolers to sit on the floor. Invite preschoolers to
come up one at a time and tell about their favorite toy. Ask
them if it would be hard to give up that toy forever.
SAY • Giving up your favorite toy would be really
hard, wouldn’t it? Abraham was asked to give up
something way more important than a toy! But God
did not take Isaac from Abraham, just like I am not
going to ask you to give up your favorite toy. Why
can we trust God? We can trust God because He is
faithful.

Look at books about stars
• books about stars

Set out books about stars or showing stars. Help
preschoolers count the stars they see in the books.
SAY • God promised Abraham that he would have as many
people in his family as stars in the sky. How could
that happen if Abraham gave Isaac as a sacrifice?
Abraham trusted God. He believed God would
keep His promise no matter what. Abraham was
willing to give up his son Isaac, and God provided
a ram so Isaac could live. God kept His promise to
give Abraham a big family and to bless all the world
through Him.
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Find the ram
Hide a stuffed ram or another stuffed animal somewhere in • stuffed ram or
the room. You may also choose to print and hide the “Ram” animal
printable instead. Invite preschoolers to find the ram. When • “Ram” printable
(optional)
preschoolers are near the ram, tell them that they are getting
“warmer,” and when they are far from the ram, tell them
they are getting “colder.” When they find the ram, lead
them all to say, “Look, a ram!” together.
SAY • Great job using your eyes and ears to find that ram!
Abraham trusted God and was willing to give up his
son, but God was faithful to provide a ram instead.
Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
He is faithful.

Play in sand
Cover a table and the floor below with plastic tablecloths.
Fill a plastic tub with a few inches of play sand and place it
on the table. Set sand toys such a shovels, rakes, and sifters
in the tub and allow preschoolers to play. Review the Bible
story as preschoolers play.
SAY • In our last Bible story, God promised Abraham that
his family would have as many people as stars in
the sky. In today’s Bible story, God promised that
Abraham’s family would have more people than
grains of sand on the seashore. Abraham trusted
God. Can you count the number of grains of sand
in this bucket? Of course not! God made a huge
promise to Abraham!

God Formed a Nation

• plastic tablecloths, 2
• plastic tub
• play sand
• sand toys
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Make a giving box
• shoe box
• solid colored paper
• scissors (adult use)
• washable finger
paint
• marker
• wipes (for cleanup)
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Wrap the bottom and top of a shoe box with solid
colored paper. Cut a slit big enough to fit coins and paper
money in the top of the box. Pour different colors of finger
paint on foam plates. Take turns painting a preschooler’s
hand and helping her press it on the box. Continue until
each preschooler has made a handprint on the box. Make
additional boxes if there is not enough room for all the
handprints on one box. When the paint is dry, write each
child’s name on their handprint and write GIVING BOX
on the top of the box. Place the box in a prominent place
in the room. Use the box to collect money for your church’s
global missions offering.
SAY • Abraham trusted God. He was willing to give up
his son Isaac when God asked him to. God was
willing to give up His Son, Jesus, to save the world
from sin. We can give up our money and put it in
this box. This money will go to help missionaries
like DJ’s family. When we give to missions, we help
missionaries all over the world tell people about
Jesus.
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray,
thanking God for the snack.
After serving a small snack, ask preschoolers if they
would be willing to give their snack to you. Then assure
them that they will get to keep their snack, and remind
them that Abraham was asked to give something much
more important than a snack. Abraham trusted God. Show
the Bible story picture as you ask the following questions.
Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.
1. What was the name of Abraham and Sarah’s son?
(Isaac)
2. Why was Abraham willing to give up his son when
God asked him? (Abraham trusted God.)
3. What did God provide for the sacrifice instead of
Isaac? (a ram)
4. What did God say Abraham’s family would have as
many people as? (stars in the sky, sand on the seashore)
5. Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
He is faithful.

• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert
download
• paper cups and
napkins
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster

Transition

• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• “If You Belong to
Christ” song
• “You Are God” song
• Big Picture Cards
for Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and
Preschoolers

When children finish their snack, preschoolers may color
the Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice
the key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the
key passage or a theme song.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.
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