Use Week of:

Unit 2 • Session 2

Abraham and
Isaac
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Genesis 22
STORY POINT:
Abraham trusted God even when he did
not understand God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE:
Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why can we trust God? We can trust
God because He is faithful and does
everything for His glory and our good.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

APPLY THE STORY

(10–15 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
God kept His promise to give Abraham and Sarah a son, and they named
him Isaac. Isaac was the child chosen by God to carry the family line—
to follow God, to lead the family, and to teach the next generation to
follow God too. When Abraham was well over 100 years old, God tested
Abraham. God instructed him to sacrifice Isaac on a mountain. How
could this be? Abraham had waited so long for this child!
But Abraham obeyed. He got up early the next day and left on his trip.
Instead of waiting around to see if God would change His mind, he
saddled the donkey, took the wood, two servants, and his son, and left on
the journey as God commanded.
As Isaac walked with his father, he noticed something was missing. They
had the wood and the fire, but “Where is the lamb?” Isaac asked. Abraham
answered that God Himself would provide. Abraham had supreme
faith that God was able to do anything. Before going up the mountain,
Abraham told the servants, “Stay here … we’ll come back” (Gen. 22:5).
Hebrews 11:19 also gives us a peek inside Abraham’s mind: “He considered
God to be able even to raise someone from the dead.”
God did provide. He provided a ram in place of Isaac, who was spared.
After what we might imagine was quite a worship service, Abraham and
Isaac returned home.
In the New Testament, God brings through John the Baptist the final
answer to Isaac’s inquiry, “Where is the lamb?” “Here is the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). Abraham showed his
love for God by being willing to sacrifice his son Isaac. This is how God
showed His love for us: He sent His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross so that
we could have eternal life through Him. He was the sacrifice made in our
place so we can live.
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The BIBLE Story
Abraham and Isaac
Genesis 22
God kept His promise to give Abraham a son. Abraham and his
wife Sarah were very old when their son, Isaac, was born. One day,
God tested Abraham. God wanted to make sure that Abraham loved
God most of all.
“Abraham,” God said.
“Here I am,” Abraham answered.
“Take your son Isaac to the
mountain and give him to Me as
a sacrifice,” God said.
Abraham obeyed God. He
got up early the next day and
left with Isaac, two servants,
and a donkey carrying
supplies. They walked for
three days before they got
to the mountain where God
wanted Abraham to make the
sacrifice. Abraham asked his
servants to stay with the donkey,
and he and Isaac went up the
mountain with the supplies for
the sacrifice.
Isaac saw something was missing.
“My father,” he said, “where is the lamb
for the offering?”
Abraham answered, “God Himself will provide
the lamb.”
When they got to the place God had directed them, Abraham
built an altar and placed the wood on top. Then he put Isaac on top of
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the wood. Just as Abraham was about to sacrifice Isaac,
the angel of the Lord called out, “Abraham, Abraham!”
Abraham stopped. “Here I am,” he said.
The angel of the Lord said, “Do not lay a hand on
the boy or do anything to him. For now I know that you
fear God, since you have not withheld your only son
from Me.”
Abraham looked up and saw a ram trapped by its
horns in the bushes. He offered to God the ram instead
of Isaac. Abraham named the place, “The LORD Will
Provide.”
The angel of the Lord reminded Abraham that God
would keep the covenant He made with Abraham. God
again promised to bless Abraham, to make his family as
numerous as all the stars in the sky and the sand on the
seashores. God promised victory over Abraham’s enemies
and blessing to all the earth through Abraham’s family.

Bible
Storytelling
Tips
• Display art:
Show the Bible
story picture or use
a flannelgraph to
depict the story as
you tell it.
• Make eye
contact: As you tell
the story, make eye
contact with kids to
draw them in. Pause
at appropriate points
to build anticipation
when Abraham
takes Isaac up the
mountain.

Christ Connection: Abraham showed his love for God by
being willing to sacrifice his son Isaac. God provided a ram
instead. This is how God showed His love for us: He sent His
Son, Jesus, to die on the cross so that we could have eternal life
through Him.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Abraham and Isaac
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 22
STORY POINT: Abraham trusted God even when he did not understand
God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
He is faithful and does everything for His glory and our good.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time
someone provided something they needed. How did they
feel when they received what they needed?

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Put to the Test”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers

Invite kids to complete “Put to the Test” on the activity
page. Kids should fill in the puzzle using the words
provided. Guide boys and girls to count the number of
boxes available to help determine which word fits.
SAY • All of the words in this crossword puzzle are found in
the Bible story we will hear today.

Session starter (10 minutes)
Where is it?
Form two teams of kids and instruct them to sit on opposite
sides of a table. Choose a leader for each team. Give team 1
a quarter and challenge players to pass it back and forth
with their hands underneath the table. The leader of team 2
will slowly count to 10 and then say, “Hands up!”
OPTION 1:

• quarter or other coin
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Players on team 1 must raise their closed fists above the
table. Then team 2’s leader will say, “Hands down!” Players
on team 1 must slap their opened hands down on the table.
Team 2 should listen closely for the sounds of the quarter
hitting the table and then quietly discuss who might have it.
Team 2’s leader will begin naming players he believes do
not have the quarter. They will pick up their hands when
named. If the quarter appears before the last player is called,
team 1 may hide it again. If team 2 finds it with the last
player, they may take a turn at hiding the quarter.
SAY • Each round, your team had to figure out where the
quarter was. In our Bible story today, Abraham’s son
asked Abraham, “Where is the lamb?” Do you think
he found it? We’ll find out.
OPTION 2: Take

two
Announce that you are going to test the kids in two ways.
The first test will be a memory test and the second test will
be a physical test. Explain that you will read a list of words
and will not repeat them. Read the word list slowly and
then challenge kids to repeat all the words they heard.
For the second test, invite kids to do a wall sit. Instruct
them to stand with their backs against the wall and then
slide downward by moving their feet forward until their
knees are bent at a 90-degree angle and their upper legs are
parallel to the floor. Challenge kids to hold that position.
SAY • Tests are used to measure a person’s knowledge, skill,
physical fitness, and so on. In today’s Bible story,
God tested Abraham. God didn’t test Abraham on
his memory or strength; God tested his faith.

Word list:
• red
• cabbage
• bank
• rabbit
• orange
• spoon
• church
• clock
• spin
• music

Transition to teach the story

God Formed a Nation
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TEACH the Story
Abraham and Isaac
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 22
STORY POINT: Abraham trusted God even when he did not understand
God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
He is faithful and does everything for His glory and our good.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• basket
• Bible
• seed packets
• garden trowel
Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters wearing overalls or a long apron, a sun hat, and
gardening gloves. He or she also carries a basket containing a
Bible, seed packets, and a garden trowel.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone! It is so good to see you again!
If you weren’t here last week, my name is [your
name]. I’m a master gardener, which means I teach
people the basics of gardening and help them
answer questions about anything from soil [hold up
trowel] to sunflowers [hold up seeds]. I often make
presentations or do demonstrations. Sometimes the
best way to teach someone something is to let him or
her experience it.
[Pick up the Bible.] That is certainly what Abraham
found out in today’s Bible story. God wanted to test
Abraham’s faith. Abraham could have said, “Yes,
God, it’s true. I do love You,” but God had Abraham
show his love in a big way. Let’s get started.
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Big picture question (1 minute)
• You might remember from last week that our
• Big Picture Question
Poster
big picture question is, Why can we trust God?
I’ll ask the question again, and then I want you to
say the answer with me: Why can we trust God?
We can trust God because He is faithful and does
everything for His glory and our good. Think about
this as you hear the story about Abraham and his son
Isaac. Think about whether or not you would be able
to trust God in the situation Abraham was in.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Point out “God’s Covenant with Abraham” on the giant
timeline. Remind kids that God had called Abraham to
leave his home and go to a place God would tell him about.
God made a covenant with Abraham, and He promised to
bless all the world through Abraham.
LEADER • God promised to give Abraham a family, even
though Abraham and Sarah were old and did not
have any kids. God kept His promise, and He gave
Abraham a son named Isaac. Here is today’s Bible
story: “Abraham and Isaac.” Let’s find out more.

• Giant Timeline

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Genesis 22. Use the Bible storytelling
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or
show the Bible story video “Abraham and Isaac.”
LEADER • What a story! God tested Abraham by asking
him to sacrifice his son. Abraham showed that he
really loved God; he was willing to give up what was
probably most important to him—his own son.
Abraham and Isaac went to the mountain where
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• Bibles
• “Abraham and Isaac”
video
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster
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God wanted Abraham to make the sacrifice. Isaac
carried the supplies for his father, but he noticed
something was missing. A sacrifice usually involved
killing an animal. Where was the lamb for the
sacrifice? Abraham said, “God will provide.”
Putting his son on the altar was probably very hard
for Abraham to do, but Abraham trusted God even
when he did not understand God’s plan. God had
made a promise to bless His people. God promised
that Abraham would have a large family, but how
could that happen if God took his son? Abraham
believed that even if God allowed Isaac to die, God
could raise Isaac from the dead. [See Heb. 11:17-19.]
God saw that Abraham trusted Him, and the angel
told Abraham not to hurt Isaac. God provided a ram
to sacrifice instead.
Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided on page
131 to explain
how to become a
Christian. Make
sure kids know
when and where
they can ask
questions.

Christ connection
Give a Bible to two kids. Instruct one kid to find and read
Genesis 22:12. Then lead the other to read John 3:16.
LEADER • Abraham showed his love for God by being
willing to sacrifice his son Isaac. This is how God
showed His love for us: He sent His Son, Jesus, to
die on the cross so that we could have eternal life
through Him.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
• “Unit 2, Session 2”
questions from kids
video
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Show the “Unit 2, Session 2” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about how God provides for people.
Guide them to discuss some ways God has provided in their
own lives.
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Missions moment (3 minutes)
LEADER • Do you remember the missionary family • “Giving Matters”
missions video
we learned about last week? When God called
DJ’s mom and dad to be missionaries, DJ’s family
moved to a country in South Asia. Before long, the
family had to return to the United States. Although
obeying God and leaving South Asia was difficult,
they trusted God’s plan. They now see God’s plan
for their family to share the gospel with South
Asians is in Canada!
Many South Asians are moving to Canada for
new opportunities. Watch this video to see how
DJ’s family is telling people about Jesus and how
we can support their work by giving to global
missions.
Show the “Giving Matters” missions video.
LEADER • Many people will not hear the gospel unless
someone goes and tells them. We can support
missionaries through giving and prayer. God is
keeping His promise to bless the whole world—
through His Son, Jesus.

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together Galatians 3:29.
LEADER • People from every nation can be part of God’s
family, no matter who their ancestors were. Believers
are all part of God’s family, the family as numerous
as the stars that God promised to Abraham. As
children, we are heirs; we receive the blessings God
promised. Let’s sing.
Lead boys and girls in singing “The Promise.”
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• Key Passage Poster
• “The Promise” song
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Sing (4 minutes)
• “My Father’s World”
song
• Bible

• As a father, Abraham made a hard choice. He
chose to trust and obey God, even if it meant giving
up his own son. Abraham trusted God even when
he did not understand God’s plan.
God stopped Abraham and provided a ram in
Isaac’s place, and many years later God willingly gave
up His own Son—Jesus—to take the place of sinners
on the cross. God is our heavenly Father. He loves us
and provides everything we need. Let’s sing.
Sing together “My Father’s World.”

LEADER

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, thank You for Your Word. Thank You
for using the Bible to teach us what is true about You
and about ourselves. After Abraham offered the ram
in place of his son, he named that place “the LORD
Will Provide.” God, You will provide for us. You have
already provided for our greatest need—salvation
from sin—through Your Son, Jesus. Give us power to
obey Your Word and live for You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

God Formed a Nation
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APPLY the Story
Abraham and Isaac
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 22
STORY POINT: Abraham trusted God even when he did not understand
God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
He is faithful and does everything for His glory and our good.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• marker
• craft sticks

Display the key passage poster. Lead the kids to read the
key passage together. Write the words of the key passage
individually or as phrases on separate craft sticks. Prepare
one stick per kid.
Mix up the sticks and allow each kid to draw one. Then
challenge kids to hold the sticks and arrange themselves in
the correct order. When kids finish, guide them to say the
key passage aloud.
SAY • Galatians 3:29 shows us one way that God kept His
promise to give Abraham a family as numerous as the
stars. God kept His promise through Jesus. Everyone
who trusts in Jesus, showing faith like Abraham did,
is part of Abraham’s family.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Distribute Bibles and ask kids what book of the Bible
contains the story of Abraham and Isaac. (Genesis)
Challenge them to identify the chapter, and then instruct
them to turn there. (Genesis 22) Choose a volunteer to read
aloud Genesis 22:7-8.
SAY • The story of Abraham and Isaac might surprise you.
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God promised to give Abraham a big family and then
he gave him a son, Isaac. So when God commanded
Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, Abraham did
not understand. We see that Abraham trusted God
even when he did not understand God’s plan. Let’s
answer our big picture question: Why can we trust
God? We can trust God because He is faithful and
does everything for His glory and our good.
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. How did Abraham show that he had faith in God?
Guide kids to recognize that Abraham proved his faith
by obeying God. True faith leads to action.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read James 2:21-22.)
2. Why do you think God sometimes tests us or asks us
to do hard things? Use Abraham’s story as an example
to emphasize that God may test us to prove our faith. By
enduring trials, our faith is made stronger. Remind boys
and girls that God never tempts anyone to sin.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read James 1:12-13.)
3. God provided a ram as a substitute for Isaac. How
did God provide a substitute for us? Help kids express
that God sent His Son to be our substitute. Jesus lived a
perfect life and took the punishment we deserve for our
sin so we can have forgiveness and life with God forever.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 2 Cor. 5:21.)

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Giving box
Wrap the bottom and top of a shoe box with
brown packing paper. Cut a slit to fit coins and paper
money in the top of the box. Write Giving Box on top.
Provide markers and allow time for each kid to outline
OPTION 1:
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• shoe box
• brown packing paper
• markers
• scissors
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Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

her hand on the box. Instruct her to write her name
somewhere on her hand outline. Collect money throughout
the year for your church’s global missions offering.
SAY • This will be our giving box for missionaries like DJ’s
family. When we give to missions, we have a hand in
telling people all over the world about God’s love.

Prove it
Call two or three volunteers to talk with you quietly. Ask
the volunteers to suggest a special talent or skill they could
demonstrate to the group. Choose one of the suggestions
and explain that each volunteer should tell the class that he
or she has that talent. (For example, each volunteer says, “I
can say the alphabet backward.”)
Allow the group to ask the volunteers a few questions
related to the skill to figure out who actually has the skill.
(Examples: When did you learn this skill? How long did it
take you to master this skill? Who taught you this skill?)
Invite the group to guess which of the volunteers actually
has the skill. Reveal if they guessed correctly and encourage
the volunteer to demonstrate his skill. Play additional
rounds with new volunteers as time allows.
Option: Review the
SAY • Did you believe that the volunteer really had that
gospel with boys
skill? You tested him by asking him to prove it.
and girls. Explain
Did you know that the Bible says God sometimes
that kids are
tests
us? God’s tests aren’t about math or science,
welcome to speak
with you or another
and God never tempts us to sin; but He may test
teacher if they
us to show that our faith is real or to prove that
have questions.
we are committed to Him. Tests can make our
faith stronger, like when an athlete lifts weights or
undergoes difficult training.
We saw in the Bible story today that Abraham
OPTION 2:
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trusted God even when he did not understand
God’s plan. God tested Abraham’s faith, and
Abraham proved that he loved God by being willing
to give up what was most precious to him—his only
son. (Gen. 22:16) But God provided a ram as a
substitute at just the right time.
This is how God showed His love for us: He sent
His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross as our substitute
so that we could have forgiveness and eternal life
through Him.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think
• pencils
• Journal Page
about and answer the questions listed on the page:
• “Story Stack”
• What does this story teach me about God or the
activity page,
gospel?
1 per kid
• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray,
Tip: Give parents
thanking God for sending Jesus as our substitute so that we
this week’s Big
could live.
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
As time allows, lead kids to complete “Story Stack” on
families to interact
the activity page. Kids should unscramble the phrases of the with the biblical
story point and write them in the space provided.
content at home.
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